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Under his leadership, the school saw a 
marked decrease in undergraduate at-
trition. 

After completing Harvard Univer-
sity’s management development pro-
gram in 1989 and being promoted to the 
assistant provost in 1991, he was se-
lected as a fellow of the American 
Council on Education. Upon his return 
to Seton Hall, he was appointed execu-
tive vice chancellor, a post he held 
until his appointment as president 2 
years later. 

Under Monsignor Sheeran’s leader-
ship, Seton Hall has moved forward 
technologically, with the distinction of 
being named one of the most connected 
college campuses in the United States 
by Forbes magazine. Under construc-
tion is a new science and technology 
center which will help train graduates 
to compete in the workforce of the fu-
ture. 

In addition, the White House School 
of Diplomacy and International Rela-
tions has formed an innovative part-
nership with the United Nations, which 
is of special interest to me as a mem-
ber of the House International Rela-
tions Committee and one of the two 
congressional delegates to the United 
Nations serving in the House. 

I hope that Seton Hall will play a 
constructive role in confronting the 
many foreign policy challenges our Na-
tion faces. I know my colleagues join 
with me in welcoming Monsignor 
Sheeran and thanking him for his de-
voted service throughout his life. 

f 

REDUCING EXPOSURE TO 
SECONDHAND SMOKE 

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MURPHY. Madam Speaker, while 
this week we are discussing ways to 
treat disease with stem cells, let us not 
overlook what we should also be doing 
to prevent disease. 

Each year nearly 50,000 adult non-
smokers die from lung cancer or heart 
disease from secondhand smoke. A re-
cent U.S. Surgeon General report found 
60 percent of nonsmokers, about 126 
million people, have biologic evidence 
of nicotine, carbon monoxide and to-
bacco-specific carcinogens in their sys-
tems from secondhand smoke. 

In adults, secondhand smoke can in-
crease the risk of developing lung can-
cer and heart disease by up to 30 per-
cent. And in children secondhand 
smoke leads to premature birth, asth-
ma, respiratory illness and ear infec-
tions. 

Encouraging smoke-free workplaces 
will help to reduce $10 billion in annual 
medical costs. Offering deductions in 
health insurance, and smoking-ces-
sation treatment are just a couple of 
ways that the Federal Government and 
employers can cut health care costs. 

To learn more about ways to save 
lives and money in health care, I urge 
my colleagues to visit my Web site at 
murphy.house.gov. 

THIS IS THE TIME FOR PEACE 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, the 
Book of Ecclesiastes says there is a 
time for war and a time for peace. This 
is the time for peace. 

Now is the time to stop the disinte-
gration into a worldwide conflict. Now 
is the time to show the world that the 
United States is strong enough to be a 
leader in peace, not war. Now is the 
time to call for an immediate cessation 
of violence in the Middle East. Now is 
the time to commit the United States 
diplomats to multiparty negotiations 
with no preconditions. Now is the time 
to reaffirm our support for Israel by 
showing leadership and diplomacy. 

Unilateralism breeds unilateralism. 
And then the awful dialectic of conflict 
moves as a force beyond our control 
and takes its deadly toll. One hundred 
civilians a day are being killed in Iraq. 
Things are spinning out of control. The 
war on terror has become a war of er-
rors. We must bring a halt to this 
march of folly. 

Communication is the controlling 
factor. Diplomacy is the controlling 
factor. 

There is a time for war and a time for 
peace. This is the time for peace. 

f 

ISRAELI COWBOYS V. HEZBOLLAH 
OUTLAWS 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, what is 
playing out in southern Lebanon is 
analogous to the days of yesteryear in 
the Old West. It is the cowboys versus 
the outlaws. 

There is a basic human right to self- 
defense. There is a basic right to shoot 
back when shot at. You don’t have to 
duck, run or hide. And there is a fur-
ther right to keep on shooting back 
until the bad guys stop shooting. 

This is taking place in the gunfight 
with Hezbollah outlaws and Israeli 
cowboys, just like the Old West. 

Hezbollah, a fancy name for a gang of 
terrorists, are kidnappers and killers, 
and they are hiding out in the hills of 
southern Lebanon. They are a state 
within a state. They are spreading ter-
ror. That’s what terrorists do. They 
started shooting at Israeli citizens, 
kids and soldiers, and they won’t stop 
no matter what we do. The outlaws 
have fired 1,100 rounds, and they will 
shoot thousands more because they 
preach death to Israel. 

So, Madam Speaker, what’s a cowboy 
to do? Well, shoot back and keep on 
shooting until the Hezbollah gang 
stops, gives up, or is rounded up and 
locked up. 

It is a basic human right to defend 
yourself and take out the outlaws. And 
that’s just the way it is. 

REJECT OMAN FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to the Oman Free Trade 
Agreement. This deal is an expansion 
of a failed trade model that does not 
guarantee even the most basic labor 
standards, and it is simply unaccept-
able. 

We are talking about an agreement 
with a country that our own State De-
partment says does not meet the min-
imum requirements for trafficking peo-
ple into forced labor. Even more shock-
ing, labor unions don’t even exist in 
Oman. Instead, workers are supposed 
to be represented by committees that 
actually are run by management. 

In fact, Oman has only fixed one out 
of 10 areas where they are not compli-
ant with the ILO. This is unacceptable. 

We cannot preach about spreading 
freedom and opportunity around the 
world while ignoring the lack of labor 
and human rights standards in our 
trade bills. I urge my colleagues to re-
ject the Oman Free Trade Agreement. 

f 

VENEZUELA AND OUR ENERGY 
SECURITY 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, 
today more than ever our energy sup-
ply is a matter of national security. 
Venezuela is our fourth largest supplier 
of crude oil, but since the Castro ally 
Hugo Chavez came to power, produc-
tion has dropped sharply. As Chavez 
purchases Russian arms and assembles 
a regional anti-American coalition, 
many predict that decline will con-
tinue. 

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, a GAO study found that a 6-month 
disruption in Venezuelan output would 
increase oil prices by $11 a barrel, cost-
ing our economy about $23 billion. 
Rather than respond to such a crisis 
after it arises, we should take the ini-
tiative to encourage exploration here 
at home, diversify our energy supplies 
by promoting alternatives, including 
nuclear power. 

Finally, since the lack of freedom 
and democracy is synonymous with in-
stability, we should consider the pro-
motion of these values in Venezuela 
not only a moral imperative, but in our 
national interest as well. 

f 

VOTE ‘‘NO’’ ON OMAN FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, if 
we are really serious about national se-
curity, especially given the bipartisan 
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outrage over the Dubai Ports World 
situation earlier this year, we must re-
ject the Oman Free Trade Agreement. 

The Oman agreement allows foreign 
tribunals to second-guess American de-
cisions about who can operate our 
ports and dictate to us what is in our 
national security interest. 

Simply put, foreign tribunals should 
not determine what is a security threat 
to the United States. We should. This 
provision should not be in this trade 
agreement, period. 

It is bad enough that we are asked to 
support agreements that will ship our 
jobs overseas, that undermine our envi-
ronment, and ask us to stick our head 
in the sand over serious human rights 
violations, but it is simply outrageous 
to ask Congress to support legislation 
that can undermine the security of our 
Nation. 

Whether you consider yourself a free 
trader or not, I cannot think of one 
Member of Congress who would support 
weakening our national security, and 
this agreement does that. I urge my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on the Oman 
Free Trade Agreement. 

f 

VETO HUMAN EMBRYO RESEARCH 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan famously said, 
‘‘We cannot diminish the value of one 
category of human life, the unborn, 
without diminishing the value of all 
human life.’’ 

Yesterday the United States Senate 
passed a bill that authorizes the use of 
Federal tax dollars to fund the destruc-
tion of human embryos for scientific 
research. 

While supporters of the bill argue 
this debate is a battle between science 
and ideology, that really misses the 
point. 

If the Castle-DeGette bill returns to 
the Congress tonight, we will simply 
decide whether Congress should take 
the taxpayer dollars of millions of pro-
life Americans and use them to fund 
the destruction of human embryos for 
research. 

You see, I believe that life begins at 
conception; that a human embryo is 
human life. I believe it is morally 
wrong to create human life to destroy 
it for research, and I believe it is mor-
ally wrong to take the tax dollars of 
millions of prolife Americans who be-
lieve that life is sacred and use it to 
fund the destruction of human embryos 
for research. 

This debate then tonight will not be 
about what an embryo is. It will be 
about who we are as a Nation and 
whether we respect fully half of our 
country. On behalf of those millions of 
prolife Americans, Mr. President, veto 
this bill. 

b 1015 

CONNECT THE DOTS 
(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
after 9/11 there were calls to connect 
the dots. And as we approach the first 
anniversary of Katrina, with wildfires 
raging across the West, it is time to 
connect the dots dealing with natural 
disaster. 

Former National Parks Director, 
Roger Kennedy, wrote an outstanding 
op-ed in the New York Times yesterday 
entitled ‘‘ Houses to Burn,’’ and re-
cently published a book ‘‘ Wildfires in 
America.’’ He documents that we in 
government are part of this problem. 
We construct roads and infrastructure 
into hazardous areas. We don’t have ap-
propriate building codes, and often we 
don’t even enforce the building codes 
that we have. We even build, as the 
Federal Government did, Los Alamos 
Research Laboratories in the midst of 
an area that has burned repeatedly dec-
ade after decade for centuries. And it is 
only going to get worse by sprawl and 
global warming. 

It is time for government at all levels 
to connect the dots, to reduce and ulti-
mately protect Americans from 
wildfires and other natural disasters, 
to make our communities more livable 
and our families safer, healthier and 
more economically secure. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
when I am in my district there is one 
issue that tops all others with our con-
stituents; it is the issue of border secu-
rity. 

In this environment, Madam Speak-
er, every town has become a border 
town and every State has become a 
border State. And our constituents are 
sending the message, and they couldn’t 
be clearer, secure our Nation’s borders. 

I want to thank our House Repub-
lican leadership for standing up to the 
Senate and their Reid-Kennedy immi-
gration reform bill, which would, 
among many other things, grant am-
nesty to those who break our laws in 
coming to this Nation. 

Madam Speaker, it is time to halt il-
legal entry into this country. It is time 
to halt the flow of illegal drugs and 
weapons into this great Nation, and it 
is time to secure our borders. 

I thank the Republican leadership for 
working on this issue, for standing 
firm. It is what the American people 
want to see done. 

f 

EMBRYONIC STEM CELL 
RESEARCH 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, both Houses have passed legislation 
that would ensure funding for impor-
tant research on embryonic stem cells 
and hold great promise of cures for dis-
eases that have confounded scientists 
for years, diseases that have taken and 
continue to take many lives. 

Cord blood, while important, is only 
a small part of the answer. Adult stem 
cells is an unknown and too far into 
the future. 

Meanwhile, our loved ones continue 
to suffer and die. 

We in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Health Brain Trust work to im-
prove the quality and length of life of 
minorities and all Americans. H.R. 810 
becoming law is a critical part of that 
effort. 

A veto of this legislation would be 
conceding our country’s moral leader-
ship and leadership in medical science. 
A veto would put Americans at the 
mercy and largesse of other countries 
for our well-being. A veto of this legis-
lation would be a veto of the right of 
many to a cure, to wellness and to life 
itself. 

We have to stand up against the con-
servative fundamental ideologues of 
the right, and we must stand up for 
life, for this important research, em-
bryonic stem cell research, which has 
the potential to give the gift of life to 
millions. 

I cannot believe the President would 
veto a bill like this, but if he does, we 
owe it to our country to override. 

f 

ISRAEL’S SELF-DEFENSE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, on June 25, Hamas 
terrorists from Gaza carried out a 
cross-border attack into Israel, killing 
two soldiers and kidnapping a third. 
Shortly thereafter, Hezbollah terror-
ists from Lebanon attacked Israeli sol-
diers, killing three and capturing two. 
Just yesterday, Hezbollah fired mis-
siles into Israel at a rate of one per 
minute for a full hour. Rather than 
using diplomacy to deescalate the situ-
ation, Iranian President Ahmadinejad 
falsely claimed Israel was trying to re-
occupy Lebanon and, once again, de-
nied the existence of the Holocaust. 

I agree with President Bush when he 
said yesterday ‘‘The root cause of the 
problem is Hezbollah.’’ President Bush 
further said that Israel has a right ‘‘to 
defend herself from terrorist attacks.’’ 
The kidnapped Israeli soldiers need to 
be released. Hamas and Hezbollah need 
to turn away from the current path of 
terror, violence and intimidation. We 
must stand with Israel in her fight 
against misguided religious extremism 
and those who glorify death over life. 
We must stand with Middle Eastern al-
lies to establish peace. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 
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